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	From the Editor

Welcome to this month’s Atlanta OAUG newsletter.

We have a variety of interesting articles in this issue and I thank the authors for their contributions. 

I request the members to contribute regularly and share their experiences with the user community.

Lokesh Govindaiah

lokesh.govindaiah@enrichit.com
Phone: 330-224-0719
Coordinator’s Corner

2006 Meeting Dates

Jan 20, Mar 17, May 19, Jul 21, Sep 22, Nov 17

Volunteer Opportunities 

· Speakers to give 35-40 minute main presentations.

· Facilitators to lead the informal breakout sessions.

Deadline for contributions to January newsletter – January 6 2006
Credit is given to all contributors.
· Submit in a Word document attached to an email.
· Length – 2 – 4 paragraphs.  Maximum – 300 words.
Brenda Carlton,

Atl-OAUG Coordinator

 bcarlton@sprynet.com



General 

OAUG Updates

OAUG Apps Forum 2006 — Brussels: Call for Presentations
16 February 2006
Sheraton Brussels Hotel
Brussels, Belgium

The Oracle Applications Users Group (OAUG) invites all Oracle Applications users to participate in its upcoming event, OAUG Apps Forum 2006 — Brussels, held in Brussels, Belgium, 16 February 2006, at the Sheraton Brussels Hotel.

Plan now to share your ideas, innovations and solutions during this exciting event. The call for presentations is now open through 30 November 2005.

Technology and Applications Forum 

April 23-27, 2006
Gaylord Opryland Resort, Nashville, Tennessee 

The International Oracle Users Group (IOUG), the Oracle Applications Users Group (OAUG) and Quest International Users Group (Quest) are leveraging their collective strengths to host a leading technology and applications forum for the Oracle community. 

The OAUG call for presentations is now open and the deadline for submission is December 12, 2005.

Other Upcoming events:

The Road to Nashville — Los Angeles

January 19, 2006
Location TBD
Los Angeles, California
Hosted by OAUG and Solution Beacon, LLC
· The Road to Nashville — San Ramon


February 9, 2006
Location TBD
San Ramon, California
Hosted by OAUG and Solution Beacon, LLC
· The Road to Nashville — Boston
March 3, 2006
Location TBD
Boston, Massachusetts
Hosted by OAUG and Solution Beacon, LLC
The Road to Nashville — Dallas
March 31, 2006
Location TBD
Dallas, Texas
Hosted by OAUG and Solution Beacon, LLC
OAUG Membership Benefits

We appreciate your assistance in communicating the benefits of OAUG membership to your Geo and SIG members! OAUG members receive:

· Advocacy opportunities to influence Oracle on product enhancements, usability, new features, Oracle support, pricing and quality. 

· Knowledge that showcases the latest trends and techniques used by industry leaders through our national and regional events and our publications, such as OAUG Insight magazine. 

· Education through the hundreds of career-enhancing presentations in our conference paper database archive, as well as discounts to conferences and Oracle education. 

· Communication with other OAUG members worldwide through participation in OAUG committees, leadership positions, interaction with Oracle Corporation's user initiatives, frequent member surveys, and Oracle management briefings. 

· Networking with Oracle customers, industry experts, third-party software firms, and other Oracle Applications specialists through our Member Database and Online Vendor Directory. 

· Full Web site access 

· Collaborative opportunities with Oracle 

· Exclusive content 

· Special conference discounts 

· Access to the Oracle Applications community network 

From Geo/SIG eLink newsletter

14th November 2005

Functional Articles 

Final Assembly Serialization in Oracle

Business Case: A client who is in business of manufacturing Transmissions and Clutches through flow manufacturing want to track the units by serial number on their assembly line and quality inspection line. The serial numbers should be assigned to units as soon as job is released to shop floor. When the unit is at first assembly station, tags are printed with the serial number and other relevant details like Sales order number, ship to address, customer name, assembly item etc. This serial number is used to track the unit at the different stations on the assembly line and testing line. All the quality data are recorded for each unit against its serial number. Also the kitting processes used serial number to complete the assembly.

Problem Statement: Oracle’s standard functionality did not support assigning serial numbers to units at start of operation for jobs manufactured through flow routing and hence tags could not be printed for tracking. Moreover there was intelligence built in the Serial number, which again was not possible to achieve through Oracle’s Standard functionality.

Solution: A custom solution was designed to assign the serial numbers when job schedules are released to shop floor. A quality collection plan was designed with elements like serial number, schedule number, sales order number, customer name, ship to, WIP tag, SERVICE tag, AIAG tag etc. A custom program was written to generate XML requests and send to loftware for printing relevant tags. This program was triggered when user saved record after choosing the relevant tag in quality collection plan. The tag was then attached to unit and assembly operations were started. Also checks were built in to see that if tags were already printed then the planner could not cancel the schedule or could decrease the schedule quantity based on no. of tags printed. The planner could always increase the quantity and the custom program generated additional serial numbers

                                                                                                                         Sushanta Saha

                                                                                                             Principle Consultant











 enrich IT
                                                                                                             Sushanta.saha@enrichit.com
RFID (Radio Frequency Identification)-Integration to Oracle 11i Supply Chain

RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) offers a major breakthrough in providing clarity around the current state of product supply – while dramatically reducing the transactional cost to capture real-time, detailed and accurate product supply status data. Adoption of RFID standards and sharing of information between trading partners can replace the proprietary, inconsistent and incomplete data used by demand planners with accurate, granular and timely data.

RFID technology is poised to dramatically impact and improve the way manufacturers; distributors and retailers do business and interact with each other. Many of these entities in the supply chain are already experimenting or implementing with RFID technology. All these interacting parties also have different business applications within their organizations. RFID being a new entrant in an organizations technology stack, there is a pressing need to integrate this new application with the layers of IT penetration already existing.  

This paper presents a complete solution that describes in detail a seamless integration between an RFID application and Oracle 11i applications. 

This is an introduction to the amalgamation of RFID technology output with Oracle Supply Chain applications. The middleware solution presented is easily deployable, scalable and versatile so that it can integrate with Oracle 11i applications. It can also be leveraged to provide business analytics reporting.

It has described in detail a RFID middleware that –

· Talks to the RFID application and extracts data

· Filters the extracted data 

· Classifies the extracted data into relevant transaction types in Oracle 11i

· Classifies the transactions to the relevant application in Oracle 11i

· Maps the transactions to match the interface requirements of the Oracle applications

· Interfaces the transactions to the Oracle database.

· Is packaged and yet can be easily configured to suit any applications requirement

· Can be scaled to perform Oracle Advanced Supply Chain Planning.

Kirit Goyal and Deep Krishna

Principle Consultants

GENPACT
Cost Cutoff Date Functionality in 11i

This is a new functionality used for 11i inventory organizations. It defers the costing of transactions 

through use of cost cutoff date field in

Organization Parameters > Costing information tab region

This can be used for both standard as well as average costing organizations. If you enter a date in field,

all transactions prior to that date will be costed. All transactions on or later than that date will not be

costed. You can restart cost processing by changing the cutoff date to blank, or a future date. Prior to this functionality, organizations that wanted to cost their transactions on new updated cost from certain 

period, had to record all the transactions from that period & value them at new cost after updation.

As there was no standard solution to this business case within the scope of oracle applications earlier, 

so there was no uniformity in the approach (across organizations) to achieve this requirement. It was a major functionality gap for lot of organizations till 11.5.7. With 11.5.8 version onwards this requirement is catered through standard functionality. This is intended to keep “new period” transactions uncosted until you finish 

your cost updates for the org. It is controlled simply by the entry of one Cost Cutoff Date for the org.

For Example

If the Cost Cutoff Date = 01-DEC-2005, transactions with G/L Date of:

01-DEC-2005 or later will not be costed

30-NOV-2005 or earlier will be costed.

From database prospective, when the Cost cutoff date is deferring the cost of a transaction, the transaction

has “A record on the MTL_MATERIAL_TRANSACTIONS table” it allows the transaction quantities to

be recognized but Its COSTED_FLAG = ‘N’ this Indicates that the record has not yet been costed. As long 

as the flag = ‘N’, no accounting entries [“distributions”] will get generated.

                                                                                                                                 Sumir Bedi

Principle Consultant                  enrich IT    

                                                                                                      Sumir.bedi@enrichit.com
Oracle Advanced Pricing - Extended Functionality to meet the Various Business Requirements:

Pricing of goods is a common practice and also crucial business practice in most of the business sector viz. Trading Business, Retail Business, House holds Business, Manufacturing companies, Raw Material industries and so on. Every company will have different strategy to price their goods. Like for example some companies needs to price their item based on volume of business, some company wants to price their goods on seasonal basis (more discount on off season), some company wants to fix their price based on Item categories, some other wants to price differently for the same item based on selection criteria of Item properties. Oracle provides solution for all the Pricing needs of the various companies by module called ‘Oracle Advanced Pricing’. This Module has got close Integration with other Modules like ‘Order Management’, ‘Oracle Service Contract’ and recently it got extended to ‘Oracle Purchasing’ also. How the Advanced Pricing Module fulfilling pricing is explained with some of the Business requirement herewith. 

Automobile Spares sectors:

Sale of Low cost spares will be huge in volume and no of items also will be more. Business decides flat 20% margin with all these items with the purchased price (cost of individual item). This can be handed by categorizing all items in a group called ‘Low cost spares’ and formula pricing rule will be set to calculate Sale Price = 1.2 X Item Cost.

Pricing of Product on selection criteria: 

Some companies do the pricing based on Product attributes. For example Car selling agents wants to do the Pricing based on different options like Color of the Car, Model Series of the Car…etc. Advanced Pricing is defining all these factors as ‘Pricing Attributes’ of the Product (in this case CAR) and define different Pricing rules for various options of these Pricing attributes. While Ordering the Car, based on the options of these attributes the correct price will be obtained. (For Black color and LX model the Price will be 15% more on base price). Oracle Advanced Pricing is providing the facility of extending as many Attributes for any product and fix different pricing rules for various Pricing attribute combinations.

Pricing based on market data:

Some companies wants to do pricing for their products 10% lesser to competitor price. All the competitor information is kept externally, by the extension of Advanced Pricing functionality. This is done by the Formula pricing functionality of the Module.

Pricing on Other order factors: Oracle Advanced pricing is providing greater flexibility to do the pricing based on other general order factors, for example 

· If the Payment mode is cash 5% discount on the Item

· If the customer falls under high business potential zone, more discount on Item 

· If the business from a customer for specific period exceeds a defined amount, then the discount can be extended 5%addition…Like this ‘Oracle advanced Pricing’ is having high level of flexibility to extend any of the order factors as Qualifying factors to arrive proper price for the Product in order to make competitive business. 

Important Note: All the above-extended functionality of ‘Oracle Advanced Pricing’ is achieved by Oracle supported Module extension and this won’t be considered as Customization of the Product at all.

                                                                                                                                                                                                     Nagarajan Srinivasan

Principle Consultant

enrich IT    
nagarajan.srinivasan@enrichit.com
Editors Corner

We welcome the Oracle Application user community to find very useful articles about the new features and releases of Oracle Applications published in our editorial corner. This section provide articles for the user about the latest update about the New Oracle Application Modules, Functionality and  Enhancements that has come up in the latest releases.  In this month newsletter we are going to look at Enterprise Asset Management and new features in 11.5.10

Enterprise Asset Management – New Features with 11i10

Introduction
Oracle Enterprise Asset Management (eAM) is a part of Oracle’s E-Business Suite, providing organizations with the tools to create and implement maintenance procedures for both assets and rebuildable inventory items. eAM enables users to optimally plan and schedule maintenance activities with minimal disruption to an organization’s operations or production. Importantly, it improves resource efficiency, enhances maintenance quality, tracks work history, and records all maintenance costs.

Oracle eAM tracks the performance of assets (including rebuildable, inventory items) Using meters, quality plans, and condition monitoring systems. By effectively monitoring an asset’s operating condition, effective preventive maintenance strategies can be implemented.

eAM enables an organization to do the following:

• Create a preventive maintenance strategy

• Maximize resource availability, including both equipment and labor

• Optimize scheduling and resource efficiency

• Integrate with Oracle’s E-Business Suite for enterprise-wide solutions
New Features with 11i10

Work Order Relationships

There are four types of work order relationships, they are

1. Parent-Child Relationship: represent a network of Work Orders, which includes one top level Work Order that defines the timeline of all its children Work Orders. 

2. End to Start Dependency: Here two or more Work Orders can have a start to completion scheduling dependency relationship. In this relationship between two Work Orders, the scheduled start date of the second Work Order cannot be before the scheduled completion date of the prior Work Order.

3. Follow Up Work Order: This is used to associate Work Orders together.

4. Cost Relationship: This is used to accumulate the costs of an ad hoc group of work orders.
Work order Scheduling:

Users can create a parent Work Order with child Work Orders. A top-level parent Work Order’s (Released status) scheduled start and completion dates specifies the timeline for its entire child Work Orders. Users can create Work Orders with scheduling dependency.

Gantt Chart:

The Gantt chart enhancements support eAM work order relationships functional requirements. The Gantt chart can graphically display eAM work orders, displays the dependency and parent child relationships and supports visual display of the End to Start Dependency relationships.

Maintenance User Workbench

A new eAM role-based User-Interface called the eAM Maintenance User Workbench provides maintenance personnel quick and easy access to often used eAM functionality and processes. Upon selecting the Workbench, the user is automatically logged into her/his own personalized user interface.

ISupplier Portal Enhancements

Enhancements to the portal reflect Maintenance work orders.
Service Integration

Enhanced eAM integration with Oracle Service gives eAM new excellent customer facing functionality. The customer service request process provides organizations that utilize call centers the tools necessary to capture and track requests for eAM maintenance service.

Material Request and Issue Enhancements


Enhancements to this make the Storeroom functionality more robust and complete.

Work Request Enhancements

This functionality gives greater flexibility to internal employees of an organization by allowing them to use the Work Request as the problem-reporting tool.
Preventive Maintenance Enhancements

Preventative Maintenance enhancements enable users to forecast PM work for an ad hoc group of assets, independent of asset parent / child relationship at one time, as well as associate forecasted PM work orders to Oracle Project and Tasks.

OAUG Business

Atl-OAUG Structure

	Position
	Person
	Email address

	Coordinator
	Brenda Carlton, Consultant
	bcarlton@sprynet.com

	Web Server & Internet Services
	David Rincon, The DBA Group, LLC
	drincon@dbagroup.net

	Web Mistress
	Mary Lou Weiss, Solution Beacon
	mweiss@solutionbeacon.com

	Newsletter Editor
	Lokesh Govindaiah, enrich IT
	lokesh.govindaiah@enrichit.com

	Technical Session Coordinator 
	Erik Shin, SageWise Group, Inc
	eshin@sagewisegroup.com


November 18th Agenda

8:30 – 12:00

	Vendor Spotlight: Quest
	Brad Saathoff

	Member Spotlight:  Cox Communications
	Nancy Patin, Cox Communications

	Oracle Incentive Compensation Implementation/Support at Merial
	Kathy Lancy, Merial
Paula Harris, Merial
Chetan Rischie, Consultant

	Oracle Applications, RAC and Linux – “The Real Story from Zensar
	Toby Smith, Zensar/Intelligium

	Contract Management - How it Interfaces with Purchasing, Sales & Service
	David Judd, Oracle

	OTL and Non-Payroll Hours
	Ajoy A. Devadawson, Ciber Inc


November 18

Host: Quest

Location: W Hotel, Dunwoody – NEW LOCATION
Reservations: Stephanie Owens, Stephanie.Owens@quest.com, 469-221-4333
Directions: www.atloaug.org
Highlights: January 20th Agenda

· Vendor Spotlight: Bottomline Technologies

· Need Volunteer – Member Spotlight or General Topic

· Need Volunteer – Member Spotlight or General Topic

· CRM/ Customer Data Hub

· iExpenses - Key to Speedy Processing

· Advanced Pricing - Using Pricing Attributes and Product Attributes

Host:
Bottomline Technologies

Location: Sheraton Buckhead
Reservations: Sarah DeSantis, sdesantis@bottomline.com, 603-501-4947
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